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- Peiping, China
. e March 1, 1935
Dear Friends:

My last letter to you dealt with the way in which our financial
anxieties had been relieved for the current year by an opportune
grant from the Chinese Government which has also proven to be
an encouraging evidence of the support of the highest authorities
and of the endorsement of this action by the general public.

Almost more gratifying from this standpoint was a reception
held for me last autumn in Nanking, given jointly by the Prime
Minister (to use the equivalent western term), Mr. Wang Ching-
wei, General Chiang Kai-shek, and Dr. H. H. Kung, Minister of
Finance and Chairman of our own Board of Managers. This was in
order to inaugurate our endowment campaign in the Capital. Gen-
eral Chiang was out of the city that day but sent a telegram of
commendation, and the other two, together with the Minister of
Education, spoke with an evident sincerity but in language of gen-
erous appreciation to the assembled guests who included most of
the ranking officials of the present government. They freely ac-
knowledged that they would not have undertaken this for any other
university in the country, and that their controlling motive was
grateful recognition of what Americans had done for China in




making possible our present physical plant and academic achieve-
ments. Our determination to begin systematic efforts to raise money
in this country has at least revealed a widespread consciousness of
the assistance America has been rendering to educational progress
and its practical benefits to the nation at this crucial period. It
ought thus to be a further factor in strengthening the goodwill be-
tween our two countries with consequent gain to all peaceful
pursuits.

A far less agreeable topic which is constantly forced upon
those of us who are living in China is the recurrent fear of further
Japanese invasion. That the Government of that country has long
been determined on some form of suzerainty over all China and
that the dominant military group intend to carry this out in suc-
cessive stages by the use of armed force, can be safely assumed.
That this will mean the elimination of western commercial and
other privileges has already been clearly demonstrated in Man-
churia and—Japanese prostestations to the contrary—the same pro-
cedure will be applied in other sections of the country as rapidly
as these are brought under sufficient control.

Chinese of all classes who are aware of this impending fate
are in anguish over the prospect and their own impotence to resist.
Meanwhile a people whose natural tendency would be toward in-
ternational peace is being goaded into an awakening that they must
prepare themselves for armed defense and for the recovery of lost
territory. Government leaders are in a most perplexing dilemma.
To offer such resistance as they can would meet with popular re-
sponse and win the loyalty of various disaffected groups but would
mean more ruthless aggression by Japan and consequent suffering
to those in affected areas. In fact the impression is unescapable
that the Japanese military are constantly attempting to provoke
them to acts which would supply pretexts for further seizures. A
conciliatory policy seems on the other hand the only feasible one
for the present, but it is felt by many merely to postpone the in-
evitable or to mask its form. The situation is confused just now
by the somewhat ambiguous procedure of the Tokyo civil authori-
ties who are apparently seeking to open diplomatic negotiations
with the Chinese officials in order to curb the more rough-and-ready
methods of their own unrestrained war-lords. Their objectives are,
however, the same and will be pressed either by actual invasion or
by arguments of cultural and geographical propinquity always re-
inforced of course by intimidation.




We speculate among ourselves as to whether, as is generally
supposed, North China will be the next victim, or by attacking
Shanghai or Nanking the financial or political nerve-centre will be
paralyzed at one full sweep. The only possible deterrent against
further aggression, until the rather too distant day when China
becomes better organized and will have equipped herself with mod-
ern implements of war, has always seemed to me to lie in a joint
Anglo-American declaration of policy. Most Chinese feel that even
this would not be effective at this late stage and that in any case
it could not be brought about. Perhaps many of our own people
would fear that it might possibly lead us into war. All that seems
to me to be necessary, would be an announcement that whatever
policy is adopted in relation to Eastern Asia will be acted upon
together.

It may seem to the readers of this letter that I am taking ad-
vantage of university relationships to engage in political propa-
ganda; or, that it is a prejudiced and unfair description of the
Japanese policy ; or, that it is not in harmony with a broadly loving
and hopefully tolerant Christian spirit. As to the first of these, I
am writing thus frankly regarding one of the most practical and
hauntingly pressing of my own anxieties because it is the purpose
of these letters to share with our American friends the actual news
about Yenching University, its progress and its problems, its hopes
and fears, rather than from any more general considerations. On
the second point, I should urge that I am referring to the present
military rulers and not to the Japanese people as a whole or even
to an element in the present government. The Japanese possess
many admirable qualities and have made splendid advances which
one may heartily recognize while denouncing the unprovoked vio-
lence, the shameless traffic in narcotics, the frequently exposed
duplicity and the other nefarious methods by which the group now
dominant are exploiting their program of imperialistic conquest on
the maintknd of Asia. It should also be admitted in explanation, if
not in defense, that they are probably living under what is to them

a very real fear oi similar attack from Russia, or from our own and
other countries.

To the third charge I wmyst in part at least plead guilty. All
my sympathies are with the mayements toward the outlawry of
war, and I should not want to see vy country take any step that
would by any remote chance involve thi: risk. Yet I firmly believe
that a more courageous aad unified assertation of international




obligations by the League of Nations and the United States
promptly after the first Japanese violations in the autumn of 1931
would have prevented the seizure of Manchuria, and that SImllar
action now would still be not without effect, whereas a contini-
ance of timid or temporizing inaction will bring about Lonsequenges
disastrous to all concerned including the aggressor nation.

However that may be, one form of creative activity that is
within our power and ought to be most effective is the training of
young men and women equipped in vocational technique and.in-

spired with the sort of patriotic enthusiasm that finds its finest

outlet in the manifold forms of internal reconstruction upon which
the salvation of China will ultimately depend. Herein lies'an addi-
tional motive for our common efforts on behalf of this University,
one which follows the ways of peace and aims to be an e’xpl‘esswn
of what President Wilson spoke of as “friendly helpfulness ta cher
peoples.”




8 Sze Ken gan Tze
FNanking, China

March 8, 1935

By J Ly Bhuart
Yenching uUniversity
Peiping

Dear Dr. Stuart:

You asked me $sometime ago tc give you my impressions of the
religious 1life and work at Yenching as 1 saw it during my visit there
jast November. I am glad to do this for whatever service it may be
to you.

As you will recall I spent a week at Yenching and my time
there was well filled with interviews with faculty wembers and stu-
dents =nd with both foreigners and Chinese. 1 attended severad of the
religious services which were conducted &t the University during my
visit, and I was also given ample opportunity to see the material
equipment of the college, from the kitchens in the men's dormitories
to the bedrooms in the women's - this latter "a very special privilege"
as my escort at the time assured me. Bverywhere there was manifested
the greatest readiness to answer my questions and to give me the infor-
metion desired. I mention these facts in order that the basis for the
statements I shall later make may be clearly evident. After a week's
study, as intensive as I could make it, of the religious life of the

college these were my dominant impressions.

1. The beauty of the campus deserves comment in connecticn
with the religious work of the institution. If beauty hasg a place in
religion, as we believe it has, then the attempt which has been made”
at Yenching to create beauty is not without its gpiritual significance.
Bach of us goes back at times in our own lives to things and scenes of
beauty for inward refreshing and strengthening, and Yenching will
undoubtedly throughout the years provide such memories for its students.

o, I was also on the whole favorably impressed with the pro-
vision made for the students in their dormitories and dining rooms.
Generally speaking these were pleasant and attractive, though here I
left that greater care had been shown on the women's side than on the
men's. This might naturally be expected, perhaps, I simply record it
as a condition noted. In this connection I would also say that more
adequate provision should be made for the social 1life of the men stu-
dents as a group than has so far been done. The small rooms set aside
in the various dormitories for this purpose are hardly adequate, nor
were they, so far as my observation went, sufficiently well furnished
for the object they were meant to serve. ihen one recalls what "Cousion=-
rooms" mean in certain colleges in #ngland, or sees for example what
the Alumni Hall means to the students of St. John's University in
Shanghai, one covets for Yenching, with all its other excellent equip-
ment, more adequate provision for this side of 1its student life. This
too has its bearing on the spiritual aspect of the students' development.
I realize of course that to suggest better facilities for the group life




of the students than now exist at Yenching may seem, in these days of
financial difficulty, like a counsel of perfection. S5till it may be

well to keep the need and the ideal before us as sorietning to be done
when circumstances perwmit.

5, In my interviews at various schools I usually began by
putting this question to the person with whom I was talking "What 1is
to you the most dygnificant fact in the religious life of this institu-
tion%" An answer frefuently given at Yenching was "Freedom" and S0
frequently was it given indeed that its repetition became & positive
inspiration. Now what tliose who thus answered meant was not of course
simply freedom from compulsory chapel, or from compul scry attendance on
religious instruction, but freedom to think for themselves in matters of
religion as in all else. These people felt they were breatliing & more
exhilarating and invigorating atmosphere than they had been accustomed
to enjoy before. They understood they were being encouraged toc think,
esch man for himself, and that there was no desire to put them all into
one mould, and this they grestly appreciated. Of course tlie more thought=-
ful among this group realized that freedom was like wine, and that not
every one could make good use of it, and that there was need of guidance
for those who could not, but it was evident that, for themselves, they
valued highly the freedom which was theirs. I should personally be
inelined to rank the dissemination of this spirit as Yenching's greatest
contribution to the religious life of its students. It has its dangers
of course, as has just been said, but it 1is also sometliiing both essential
and prifceless. To encourage young men and Wwoumen, accustomed in various
ways to authority, to feel themselves free, and then to maeke good use of
their freedom in the development of stronger and finer characters is
both an educational and a religious achievement. This creative tning
Yenching seems to me to be doing, and to be doing on a scale which
should be gratifying to those who work in the institution and which is
certainly inspirin_ to those who look on it from without. This «of. course
should not be taken as implying that all students feel this influefkce to
the degree we should like them to experience it, but: the thing is dene
for so many that it seems to give tone and character to the institution
as a whole.

4. But the question may fairly be raised perhaps - granted
that a spirit of full and free intellectual inquiry is a good thing,
does it tend to strengthen religious life and work, or does it exercise
on the whole a numbing and deadening effect? ¥or answer the writer
would point to the Yenta Christian Fellowship atl the University wnich
embraces within its membership about one third of the whole University
cormunity. This organization seems to me vigorous and effective in the
work it seeks to do within the University. At the same time it serves
s useful purpose also as exemplifying a real Chinese attempt to think
through the nature of the Church and the problem of its relation to
Chinese life in general and to a University community in varticular.
The significance of this experiment is thus, I believe, greater than is
generally recognized. The very simplicity of the basis on which the
Fellowship is organized, that of loyalty to Christ and desire to follow
Him, comwmands itself to the Chinese, and is in striking contrast with
some of the more elaborate bases of organization which we have carried
over from the West. Again the Fellowship is simple in its metiod of
functioning, &ividing its work into a few necessary departments and co-
ordinating it through an Executive Committee that represents each depart-
ment. In this connection it is interesting to note that representatives
of the workmen on the campus meet along with representatives of the
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faculty and students in the Executive Committee. A sccial service
center for the workmen is also carried on. Thus a real effort is made
to bridge that gulf which so easily comes to exist on every campus
between those who serve and those are served.

5. .Another point worthy of mention is the contribution
which Yenching is rendering the whole Christian movement in China
through the two journals published by members of its stgff - Amethyst
and Truth snd Life. Also the hymnals and other devotional material
issued from time to time by various meumbers of the faculty are widely
used and highly valued. Again it is simple truth to say that the
Yenching staff is looked to very earnestly to aid in furnishing the kind
of Christian literature desired todays thoughtful, scholarly, tolerant,
and yet positive in its Christian ideals and convictions. liention
should also be made of the part played by the Departuient of Lusic in
the religious life of the ULniversity. PFor several years now it has been
a regular custom at Yenching to render Handel's Messiah, and the largest
hall at the University is crowded at that service. The performance is
algo repeated each year within the city itself and attracts a large
audience. The gospel is thus sung as well as preached to the students
and to others and doubtless the ministry of music reaches many whom the
spoken word would never affect.

6. Lastly there 1is one other important matter which should
not be overlooked. Yenching's faculty has, it seems to me, done very
clear thinking as to the place which religion should occupy in a uni-
versity ‘in Chine today. @ Put briefly Yenching's philosophy,  1if I may so
call ity and if I understand it correctly, may be thus expressed. The
University desires, and rightly, to be 2 university doing educational
work of the highest grade and regards it as bad Christianity to do work
of ‘an inferior quality. In the second place the University is thoroughly
loyal to the Government regulations and does not seek to put any com-
pulsion upon its. students in the matter of their religious life, : For
this reason at those distinctively University functions where attendance
is required there are no formal religious exercises. However on the
other hand the University is Christian in the sense that the ghristian
nen and women on the staff desire to do their work in that spirit and
manner. Thus the University gives the widest possible scope to all
voluntary religious activities on the campus, with the result that there
is & broad range of choice in such activities, from a little esoteric
group of students that prefer to meet by themselves for their own worship,
through the broad Yenta Fellowship described above, to an Anglican group
led by & very High Church clergy-man. The University is glad to give
place to all of these and to encourage @very genuine expression of
religious life and conviction., In this way the University 1s loyal both
to its founders and to the Government under which it is registered.

Nor does the one loyalty conflict with the other, for on the one hand
there is no compulsion, while on the other Christ is lifted up both in
word and deed. s

These are my chief impressions. I could write more, but this
letter is already long enough. Put in a word, as I see it, Yenching is
a great Christian force and its service indispensable. There are
weaknesses of course. These were pointed out to me by faculty and
students when I talked with them. The greatest weakness is that not




all students have that close and intimate relation with their teachers
which is most productive in the formation of character. Some students
are "lost" so to speak; without that guidance they need. I have this
on the testimony of students and faculty members alike, but while this
is true and needs the earnest attention and effort of all who have the
interest of the students at heart, nevertheless there is such a volume
of positive, constructive Christian service and influence that goes
out from the University that one cannot but rejoice and give thanks
therefor. And never was this service more needed than at the present
time for never were there greater isgsues to be faced and never & more
insistent call for men and women of character.

With kindest regards,

Sincerely yours,

(Signed) w. P. Mills
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Mr. C.A. Evans
150 Fifth Avenue
New York, N.Y.
U. 8. A,

Dear Mr. Evans: pod AT .
I am enclosing herewith the Hotumens T 2] ot )
signed and attested by our Legation, which I hope will serve AP bt
to expedite matters. There is no one I would rather have
attend to this than yourself. Thank you again for being
willing to take .the trouble.
Will you kindly have copies of my last
message to the Trustees sent to Warren, Jack, Kurrie and such
other people as you think will be interested for personal
reasons? A note that the Rockefeller Foundation has since
that writing granted our requests might be added.

Very sincerely yours,
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Dear Mr. Garside:
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I am sending you under separate cover the
budget for next year, as passed by our Board of Managers at its
meeting yesterday. It is understood, of course, that this is
subject to minor changes in detail and to fluctuations of
exchange, as well as such more serious issues as the renewal of

the Government grant. It does describe, however, the situation
as well as we can forecast it at this time, and indicates that
with the exception of the School of Religion we have hopes of
being able to carry on our usual work on a sort of subsistence
basis.

You will note under the Recapitulation a
deficit of $36,956. Deducting the Women's College share, $5,934,
there is left about $30,000. If the Government grant is renewed
we have arbitrarily assigned $3%5,000 to Natural Science (included
in that budget income) and $25,000 to University General and Arts
and Letters. This will leave an estimated deficit of about
$5,000, which the Board of Managers requests the Trustees to allow
us to make up from past or current gain on exchange.

As to the School of Religion, all that we
have left is the Dean, part-time of T.T. Lew, such help as
Messrs. Hung, T.S. Hsu and possibly others may give without budget
claims, Miss Wood, Mr. Wiant (on furlough), and Dr. de Vargas if
his plans and the arrangements through the Swiss Committee make
this possible. We are compelled to let our faithful teacher of
the 01d Testament, who is the ranking member of our whole faculty
in seniority of service and easily the foremost Chinese scholar in
this field, go and earn his living as best he can in secular work.
Our gifted young teacher of the New Testament was lost to us a
year earlier. Even if Dr. P.C. Hsu can stay with us, it will not
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be as a teacher in this School. I have repeatedly called the
attention of the Trustees to the seriousness of this issue and
have asked for instructions as to whether they desire to maintain
our School as originally intended.

The rate of exchange dropped down day before
yesterday almost to 2.40, went up yesterday to around 2.60, and no
one seems to have any i;eas as to what is going to happen.

I am happy to report that since sending you
my last communication to the Trustees lr. Gunn has acceded to our
requests on the following basis. We have in reserve for the
College of Public Affairs 1LC$62,000, this being savings from
favorable exchange in the past and careful economies, most of it
to be credited to the Rockefeller Foundation. He proposes that
one-half of that be counted toward our budget of practically
US$30,000, and that he recommend to his Trustees that the remainder
be granted by them for the coming academic year. In regard to
the US$12,500 for Natural Science, I suggested that the China
Foundation might take one-half of this or less, and he has
intimated that this would be very welcome but that he is prepared
to consider recommending the whole amount. I have informal
assurance that my colleagues on the other Board will consider such
a proposal sympathetically. For practical purposes, therefore,
this full amount seems to be reasonably assured for the coming
year.

Mr. Gunn has helped in the formation of a
committee to study Yenching's place in his whole program during
the next three years, and this may result in additional grants to
us for our own work together with association in experimentation,
extension, etc. The committee will consist of Dr. Leonard Hsu as
chairman; Drs. C.C. Chen (M.D.) and S.Y. Chu (the young man
referred to at the close of my recent communication) of the Mass
Education NMovement; Dr. Franklin Ho of Nankai University;

Drs. Cato Young and Y.P. Mei and Mr. Chang Hung-chun of our

facultya§y o

o I am enclosing a copy of the letter just
received from Mr. Plumer Mills, who was one of the committee
appointed by the Council of Christian Higher Education to
investigate Christian life in the colleges.

Kindly see that Dr. Gee has the information
contained in this letter.

Very sincerely yours,

1/ U o e
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127 West 43 Street
New York City

March 7th 1935

Dr. Leighton Stuart
Yenching University
Peiping, China

Dear Dr. Stuart:

I did not suppose, when I left Peiping, that
it would be so long before I was again in touch with you. Last
Sunday, however, I had dinner with some of my good friends who I believe
you are also acquainted with, namely, Mr. and Mrs. Ellis Phillips.

You will recall that Mr. Phillips is the
President of the Long Island Lighting & Power Company here in New York.

A son-in-law of Mr. and Mrs. Phillips by the
name of Dr. Rowland Richards is a graduate of Taft School, Princeton
University and the College of Physicians and Surgeons at Columbla
University. He has studied at Vienna and had his interneship here in
New York at Roosevelt Hospital and at the Medical Centre.

He would now, although engaged in practice in
New York, like to come to China to have some experience in oriental
diseases. Through Mrs. Phillips' connections with the Board of China
Colleges, there is an opportunity for him to go to Cheeloo, however,
both Mr. and Mrs. Phillips would prefer to have their son-in-law and
daughter and their two children, both very young, to be in Peiping.

This is what is in the minds of Mr. and Mrs.
Phillips. Dr. Richards is an expert in French, that being his major
subject at Princeton, I believe, and might teach French in Yenching
part-time and also have an opportunity to do some work at the Union
Medical College.

It occurred to me that this might be
interesting to you and because of your acquaintance in Peiping, you
might arrange to get him some part-time work in the hospital while he
would do part-time work at Yenching.

I feel quite certain that Mr. and Mrs.
Phillips would be willing to pay a portion of the salary that might be
involved in their coming to China.

I would appreciate if you would give me your
reaction and what you think could be done along this line, at your
earliest convenience in order that I might let Dr. Richards know what
plans he should make relative to next fall. I believe Mrs. Phillips
would plan to come to China with the young couple.
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Dr. Leighton Stuart March T7th 1935

With my best regards to yourself and all of my
other friends on the Yenching Campus, I am

Sincerely yours,

(signed) RAYMOND THORNBURG

The address of Mr. and Mrs. Phillips 1is
116 East 53rd Street
New York City
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I have delayed replying to your enqguiry
regard ing the summer conference for college presidents partly
because oif preoccupation with immediate duties after my absence,
but chiefly to be able to write after giving the guestion fur=
ther thought.

As @ matter of faet I expect to be in

Kuling for the Weigle conference (dudly. 18 to 29)¢ 11 would
therefore not be unJ gerious problem to arrive there a few
earlier, although even this may confl ict with some other
tentative plaens. liy real hesitation lies in a wholly different
aspect of the issue. It does not seen to we that a representa-
tive from Yenching would have any substantial contribution to make
to such a conference. Cur position has been made quite clear oy
the two statements of the last two years dealing with the pro blem
of correlation. There is very little any one of us could add to
what was expressed therein, and we stand ready to enter into
consultation with any or all of the other institutions upon what
seems to us to be the mly basis that has any hope of making
further progress. leanwhile attendance at the last two meeting

of the Council on Christian Higher lducation and the reports

which have reached us of ne Oulatlons elsewhere on this subjectl do
not encourasge the hope that there is much to gain by further
conference.

To try to restate my position in the light
of somewhat more recent developments and at the risk of being
tiresome, 1 do not see much advantage in attempting to "correlate"
until or unless the institutions concerned are willing to face
the consequences of a thorough reOfbiHqution thought of purely
with o view to the service to the Christian cause and the nation
of China, in view of our actual and potential resources. All




the indications in America and elsewhere abroad would seem to me
to imply very little probability of even maintaining the incomes
have enjoyed in the past, with practically no hope of anything
lice adequate additional contributions. Our own experience in
raising money in China is &almost more unpromising, 1f we are to
depend on such private efforts for the relatively large sums ree
quired to zrun a really efficient college or universgity. The
president of Nankal University, who has probably been far more
successful than anyone else, is determined to turn his college
department over to the Government as the only hope of its
maintainance, 4s he looks ahead, but has found no encouragement
thus far in this offer. All such evidences convince me nore lian
ever that taking the group as & whole they caunot be maintained &s
the individuszl institutions and taeir constituencies desire, with
the best results either in the conserving of Christian values or
of amcademic efficiency, and that we would do more in-both: these
respects by pooling all of our assets and securing a quality which
would be the best argument Ior the continued moral and flnancial
support of the reorganized prog rail. Wwhen this position is agreed
to by others, Yenching will be ready to accept any rearrangement
that is recognized as to the advantage of our couion cause.

Very sincerely yours,







March 11, 1935

Dr. J. Leighton Stuart
Yenching University
Peiping, China

My dear Dr. 8tuart:

Your letter of February 9th has just been received. DIr. Gee is
s*ill away, bit will be back in the office probably by Saturday, the 1l6th.

In the meantime may I write you briefly concerning your request
that we prepare the next issue of the letter to the Advisory Council members.
I should like also to express appreciation of your favorable comment on the
reproduction of your August letter which we prepared to go out with our
finance appeal in November. I was faced with the necessity of producing
something as attractive as possible with as little expense as possible. These
etchings, made in the Yenching office's more prosperous days, are very
beautiful and can be used again and again to good sdvantage.

T have an idea for the form for this latest issue of the letter to
the A.C. members which I believe will be equally effective. I will work it
out and have it resdy for Dr. Gee when he returns at the end of the week
and if he approves we can get it into the mail at an early date.

I do not of course know about costs of printing or costs of materials
in China, except that I have the impreasion from Ir. Gee they are much cheaper
there than here. The letter to which you refer worked out qui‘e reasonably
and I think the new one will be fairly so. This would remain true as long as
we were able to utilise cuts or etchings or drawings which we have, but of
course, eventually there will have to be an expenditure for something new
and that means expense. Dr. Gee will be able to write you fully about this
when he returns.

May I ask you to let us know sometime soon what the cost woild be in
lots of 2,000, 5,000 and 10,000 of the Chinese paper with the attractive designs?
It is impossible to get anything like this here and while we could have a drawing
made of a-design similar to that orn the attached sheets, it would be expensive -
first the drawing, then the cut and then the two printings, one of the design
and the second of the letter itself. Both Dr. Cee and I feel it would be -will
to have s supply of this paper here for various purposes. ¥e would then be able
to print these letters at low cost, if it is decided to have us get them out here.




1 wish too that when you send us this information you might be able to

gend samples of sheets like the attached with other designs. We would

then have something to work on 4f we want to upe different Jesigns from
time to time.

I know Dr. Gee will be glad to have the letter from {igs Wood
to use with persons jnterested in reiiglous activities at Yemching.

Very sincerely,

Q-len L. Woodward
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Dr. N. Gist Gee
150 Fifth Avenue
New York, N.Y.
U8y A

Dear Dr. Gee:

One of the graduates of our College of Arts
and Letters and of the School of Religion, David Fang, has been hoping
to study somewhere in America. He can provide his travel expense both
ways and perhaps a little of the remainder needed. With a fellowship
covering tuition and living expenses he could probably get through. His
major interest is religious education and education in general.” = Could
you make enquiries of places such as the Pacific School of Religion,
Haptford Theological Seminary, etc., and let me know of possibilities?
He is a young man of exceptionally fine spirit and of good abilities

which with further training ought to make him quite useful in the
teaching of these subjects in a middle school.~r

: I have replied to Harvard University that you
would be our representative at their Tercentenary celebration.

I regret to report that Mr. Gunn has found it
impossible to give William Band the fellowship requested, on the ground
that none such are given to foreigners. Miss Wu Yu-chen may get one
for travel in the United States covering three months, but nothing more.
It is possible that W.T. Wu will have one for sociological study in
Burope, but this is not yet settled. I have been busy working at all
the details which followed the favorable decision regarding grants to us
and in helping the committee which is to advise Mr. Gunn as to our
larger and more permanent place in his program.

Copies of letters concerned with the de Vargas
problem are enclosed herewith. Do what you can with the American Board.

I am starting this week for the trip to south
China, returning to Shanghai about the middle of April.

Very sincerely yours,
(b

F Ao com




March 12, 1936

Br. J. I-cighton Stuart
Yenching University
Peiping, China

Dear Dr. Stuarts

Your letter of February lith enclosing copyof a letter from
Mr. Gunn has jusi been received. I shall await eagerly your report upon
his visit. In case the Foundation does not give us the money for the
Netural Sciences would it not be wise to appeal again to the Harvard-
Yenching Institute to continue its gift uatil things begin to pick up
again here?

I am just back from & trip over the state of Pennsylvania
on which I have commented in the enclosed copy of my letter ito Mr. McBrier.
Ure Young and I made this trip for the period of a month as an experiment.
I dare say the experiment hardly pays for itself and I am more convinced
than ever that one who actually knows the work on the field is in a position
to do very much better and more intelligent soliciting than an enployed
person, however find he may be.

1 note your suggestion concerning my seeing Mr. Scott again
with the hope that something may develop toward the support of E. 0. ¥Wilson.
1 shall try to see Mr. Scott during the next few days and will write you
following my visit to him. I am expecting today to try to see Dr. Thomspon
and get from him and Mrs. Thompson a renewal of their support for Mr. Price.

Very sincerely,

N. Gist Gee




March 18, 1935

. Dre. J. Leighton Stuart
Yenching University
FPeipigg, China

Dear Dr, Stuairts

Your letter of February Gth is on my desk as I return
from & month's absence. I have written you in another letter of our
trip. My experience during this past month does not create a very
strong hop& for gifts here in America. Many of those who have given
us generously in the past are not in a position to do anything now.
I am trying, however, to add to our list as many new names as possible

with the hope that something may come from these new sources, All of
this requires tiies.

I realise your difficulty in trying to raise money in China
especially since the American silver legislation and its effect upon
Chinese business. I am afraid this act of our Government has created
a good desal of ill will toward us. Of course it also influences seriously
the rate of exchange and this is another handicap in budget-making there.

Dean Nartin is due in New York in a few days and I shall discuss
with hin the question of Mr. Nash's returning to the United States. As I
have already written this seems unwise to me under present conditions and I
would suggest doing what you can there toward securing support for the
School of Journalism. lean Martin's ides is to get together as many of the
Board of Trustees of the Missouri-Yenching Foundation as possible and
let us discuss together plans for the future. After that meeting, 1if it
takes place, I shall write you fully the conclusions reached.

- Miss Woodward has already written you concerning the printing

of your Advisory Ceuncil letter. This will go forward at an early date
and we will send you copies and figures concerning costs, etc. We will
also mimeograph Miss ®ood's letter and send it out to those especially
interes‘ed in religious activities at Yenching.

Very sincerely,

N. Gist Gee




. Leighton Stuart, President
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March 27, 1935

Dre Jo Leighton Stuart
Yenching University
Peiping, China

My dear Dr. Stuarts

I enclose a copy of the cablegram we have sent jou
today, together with & cooy of a letter from Dre North to Dean Donhame

We all regret that final decision on -ur request to
the HarvardeYenching Institute for authorization to use this year's
appropriation of U8§12,500 for the general budget requirements of the
University rather than for Natur nce was 80 long delayede 4s I
wrote you early in December, we & your letter of October 13th be-
fore our Yenching Executive Committee quite promptly, and obtained that
Committee’s general approval of the proposal. The Committee asked Mre
Barber and Dre North to take the matter up with the Trustees of the
Institute, which they did immediately. Dean Donham and Dean Chase
expressed their sympathetic agreement with the proposal, and at once
proceeded to consult with the other Trusteeses Early in January Dean
Donham informed Dre. North that he believed the Trustees of the Institute
would all agree to the proposal, but that they feld we should first
consult with the Rockefeller Foundation and see whether it would be
willing to accept the gift of LC$44,000 from the Chinese Govsrnment
as meeting the conditions of their gift toward the support of Natural
Science at Yenchinge Dre North and I immediately got in touch with
Dre Hanson, the officer of the Foundation responsible for pua.sing on
this particular question. An appointment with him was arranged for
the following day. But that morning his secretary informed us that
Dr. Hanson was homeill with a cold and the matter would have to be
postponed until the following weeke Dre Hanson's cold developed into
influenza and then into pneumonia so it was almost two months before he
was able to do anything about the matter. We telephoned his office uite
often during the period, but they were constantly hoping that within a
week or two he would be back at his desk, and since there seemed no one
else qualified to deal with the matter in his absence, decision was une
avoidably delayed. As soon as Dre Hanson was able to get back to his
desk early this month, the Foundation®s approval was obtained, this was
communicated to Dean Donham in Dr. North's letter of March 19th and
Dean Chase wrote on March 20th to Mre Barber as followss -

®I have received a favorable reply from six of the Trustees of the
Institute to the postal vote I sent them, asking whether the Us$12,500
appropriated by the Zew/<i= for the support of natural sclence work at




Pr. J. Leighton Stuart . 3/27/35

Yenching Uniwversity for the current year might be allotted without res~
triction, #0 that it is evidently quite correct for the Yenching people
to make the transfer.®

¥e trust that this delay has not caused too great incone
venisnce in handling these budget matters.

The information that the Princeton~Yenching Foundation
for the coming year will appropriate $5,000 may already have reached you in
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